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agreed with my colleagues, but I drew their attention to
the fact that the historical act of the peasants1 emancipation
was in itself based on the principle of compulsory expropria-
tion. I opposed the measure for the reason, I stated, that
in my opinion it would complete the process of undermining
Russia's financial and economic resources, which was begun
by the war and continued by the unrest. Kutler admitted
that the measure he proposed might have a weakening
effect on Russia's economic status, but that it was the only
means of permanently pacifying the peasant masses. Upon
the whole, he showed no persistence in defending his proj-
ect The Council of Ministers asked Kutler to alter the
project, which he agreed to do. The Council also named
several additional members for his commission, all of them
staunch opponents of the principle of compulsory expropria-
tion. After the session, Kutler thanked me for the oppor-
tunity I had given him for an exchange of opinions with
his colleagues.
Several days later I received from His Majesty a note
demanding a copy of Kutler's agrarian project. In reply
I wrote to His Majesty that there was no such project in
existence, that there was but a rough outline of certain legal
measures (I enclosed it) which had been discussed at a
private meeting of the Ministers and unanimously turned
down just like Professor Migulin's project which had been
laid before us some time ago by His Majesty himself, also
that Kutler agreed with the judgment of the Council of
Ministers, and that at present the commission presided over
by this Minister, with -its membership altered, was busy
redrafting the project. Shortly afterwards I happened to
be reporting to His Majesty. The conversation turned
to Kutler's project and the Emperor remarked that every-
one was aroused against Kutler and that it would be desir-
able to replace him. I asked His Majesty, in case of